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Using Genetic to Grow Big Bass

Kentucky scientists have determined that genetically pure
native bass offer the best chance for large size, with hybrids
underperforming. By determining bass’ genetics, individuals
can be selected for breeding, and their offspring stocked in
Kentucky waters. Read the article here.

Should We Eat More Bass?

From Joe Cermele: Outdoor Life — This article discusses the
impact of catch-and-release on the abundance of large fish. By
releasing everything, competition for resources and over-
spawning results in overpopulation. Read the article here.

Illinois Gets Money for Improved Boat Ramps

The state has received $669,000 for improvements to the Little
Calumet boat ramp, Dallas City (Mississippi River) boat ramp,
Potter's Lake East Boat Ramp (Rock Island), and Lake Springfield
Center Park Ramp. Click here for the article.

Are There More Than One Species of Smalley?
This article discusses genetic studies of smallmouth bass,
suggesting there are multiple regional species. Research has
discovered four divergent groups: Northern Smallmouth Bass,
Neosho Bass, Ouachita Bass, and Little River Bass. Put your
science cap on and click here.
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2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May

2"4 — Mill Creek cutoff date
16% & 17" — Mill Creek Fish Off
23— Green Lake cutoff date
26" — monthly meeting

June

6" & 7t — Green Lake Fish Off
13" — Pool g cutoff date

16" — monthly meeting

27" & 28" — Pool g Fish Off

July

4" — Pool 13 cutoff date

7t — Monthly meeting

18™ — Pool 10 cutoff date
18™ & 19" — Pool 13 Fish Off

August

1°* & 2" — Pool 10 Fish Off

151" — Wolf River cutoff date
18 — Monthly meeting

29" & 30" — Wolf River Fish Off


https://www.wired2fish.com/news/kentucky-scientists-unlock-dna-secret-to-massive-largemouths
https://www.outdoorlife.com/fishing/catch-and-keep-more-bass/
https://www.riverbender.com/news/details/idnr-awards-more-than-669000-for-illinois-public-boat-access-improvements-93511.cfm
https://www.wired2fish.com/news/are-there-more-than-one-species-of-smallmouth-bass
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Fish-Off Results:
Site: Mill Creek: May 16 & 17, 2026

1 Place — Tony Copack — 11 Ibs. 12 oz.

2" Place — Adam Copack — 8 Ibs. 14 oz.

3 Place — Mark Urba — 8 Ibs. 13 oz.

Big Bass Saturday — Adam Copack -3 Ibs. 14 oz.
Big Bass Sunday — Tony Copack — 3 Ibs. 3 0z.

Angler Pounds/Oz. | No. of Fish | Points

1. | Tony Copack 11.12 7 50
2. | Adam Copack 8.14 6 49
3 | Mark Urba 8.13 6 48
4- | Kevin Marz 8.07 6 47
5- | Brian Williams 6.05 4 46
6. Rocky Roush 6.05 6 45

Bob Cunningham 5.13 3 A
8. | Jimmie Griffiths 3.01 3 43
9- | DougBerman 2.08 2 42
10. | Bob Jabs 2.02 2 41
11. | Brian Franc 1.07 1 40
12. ' Jim McCarthy 1.04 1 39
13- | Mike Lamping 0.00 o 10
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.|
2026 Season Standings

Angler Lbs./oz. No. of Fish Points
1. | Tony Copack 28.10 14 97
2. | Mark Urba 27.02 13 97
3. | Adam Copack 26.00 13 97
4. | Rocky Roush 18.09 11 89
5. | Jimmie Griffiths 17.05 10 88
6. | Brian Williams 16.00 8 88
7- | Kevin Marz 9.12 7 88
8. | Bob Cunningham 16.10 8 87
9. | DougBerman 2.08 2 52
10. | Bob Jabs 2.02 2 51
11. | John Gorgol 20.14 9 50
12. | Jim McCarthy 1.04 1 49
13. | Warren Stidolph 15.01 6 46
14. | Brian Franc 1.07 1 40
15. | Mike Lamping .00 ) 10

2026 Big Bass: John Gorgol - 4 lbs. 11 oz.
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2026 Tournament Schedule

Signup
Location Dates Lodging Ramp Deadline
Ferm b, Country Heights Motor Inn
, 1154 Badger Rd. th
Opener April 11 & 12 East Dubuque Ramp March 28
at Pool 12 Hazel Green, WI 53811
(608) 748-4866
Relax Inn
. 107 E. Trefz Drive . nd
Mill Creek May 16 & 17 Marshall, IL 62441 Mill Creek Park May 2
(217) 826-3031
Crossroads Motel & Cabins
W6330 WI-23 Dodge Memorial d
Green Lake June 6 &7 Oxford, WI 53952 County Boat Ramp May 23
(608) 589-5151
Water View Inn
500 Main Street Blackhawk County th
Pool 9 June 27 & 28 Genoa, Wl 54632 Park June 13
(608)689-2652
Executive Inn
800 1 mile Rd. Marquette Park Boat th
Pool a3 July 28829 Thomson, IL 61285 Ramp July 4
(815) 305-6688
Prairie Motel
1616 S Marquette Rd. 374 N Saint Feriole Dr. th
Pool1o August1& 2 Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 | Prairie du Chien, WI July28
(608) 326-6461
Wolf River Resort
: 17 N 1°* Ave. Winneconne Park th
Wolf River August 29 & 30 Winneconne, Wl 54986 August 15
(920) 582-4555
Roadway Inn
Grand Haven/ 1010 S. Beacon Blvd. Pettys Bayou/Grand th
Muskegon September 26 & 27 Grand Haven, Ml 49417 Trunk Launches September 12
(616) 846-1800
Gorman Classic October 17 & 18 TBD October 3™

2026 Meeting Schedule - All meetings are combined general and board unless designated.

Ja 0 May 26 September 15"
Fe 17 June 16™ October 6t
/I\/Lal:eh’ﬁ“/ July 70 November 17"
/Ap;ihf*/ August 18 December 15"
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Tony Copack
1°* Place and Big Bas Sunday

Adam Copack Mark Urba
2" Place and Big Bass Saturday 3 Place
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